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Dear Dr. Biró,
I have been looking for persons who might be amenable to offer a brief review of my submission (The Mechanics of Phoneme Production) under consideration at John Benjamin Publishing, Amsterdam. Coming across your name and work, and the fact that you are Hungarian prompts me to first talk to you about something besides reviewing. (Please see more on that and about myself below).
The cause of vowel harmony has been a mystery in linguistics. However, I can offer the explanation, which is attached as a .doc file to this email.

Vowel harmony occurs at more than one level, but the base level is the most essential one, and that is the only one covered in the file.

I wonder if you would read it and whether you would be interested in coauthoring a paper on the subject, covering more than the base level, presented in terms of physiology. The cause of vowel harmony is quite simple and its revelation, I believe, might create quite a surprise.
Returning to the matter of review.
I have spent decades on a rigorous investigation into the kinesiology of speech production, at the actual physical, engineering, mechanistic level, and have been able to describe the speech mechanism in precise terms. This includes also the generation of phonemes, and its phonological ramifications. I have also been able to describe how the oral and related structures unite to form the engine that runs speech as well as mastication (something that has been talked about but never understood). Additionally, my work shows that the speech engine is physiologically hard-wired, and this, at least at the output stage, would positively support Noam Chomsky's theory.

To get an idea of the material and its approach, here are the links:
http://www.garystong.com/Phoneme_production/Preliminary precepts.pdf    
http://www.garystong.com/Phoneme_production
http://www.garystong.com/Speech&Feeding/files/
Furthermore, through understanding the speech mechanism, I can describe in what ways it defines the authentic native phonetic framework of a language. As you may know, linguists have written about the basis of articulation of particular languages and its various settings, lingual, pharyngeal, etc., but there has been no meaningful research done.
To demonstrate this ability I have recorded speech in ten different languages, in a wide phonetic range: Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Hebrew, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Russian and Tamil. The contents of the samples vary between word lists, phrases and text. These mp3 audio files are at: 

http://www.garystong.com/Pronunciation/Samples
I have also considered writing to you as there are several points of interesting concurrences that came to light. Some of these are that you have many interests, are currently working with phonology, have studied physics, as well as Assyriology, speak several languages, and are a speaker of Hungarian.
I am now retired, was born in Budapest in 1942, where I completed public school (Labda utca, now Petho Sandor), lived there till age 15, just having entered Kolcsey Gimnazium a few weeks before the 1956 revolution, we escaped and came to the US as refugees. We lived in Lazar utca 14. Anyway, my mother tongue is Hungarian.
Stemming from my analysis of speech production, I can clearly explain the basis for vowel harmony. However, one crucial factor should be emphasized, namely that my native language is Hungarian, because one has to able to empirically observe vowel harmony in order to investigate it. It is understandable that non-Hungarian speakers would face limits trying to accomplish this, but why have Hungarian linguists not succeeded? The reason is that they had not looked into the biomechanics of the speech. Being a speaker of Hungarian, you, Dr. Biró would be inherently adapted to understand the explanation. 
Best wishes,

Gary S. Tong

gstong@core.com

________________________________________________________________________Gary Schweitzer Tong

Born in Budapest, Hungary, 1942

Currently retired from professional book illustrations in New York City publishing
M. A., Harvard U., Ancient Near Eastern Languages, doctoral candidate, 1968 (did not continue in academics)

B. A., Queens College, Classical Languages, Linguistics and Music, Magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, Woodrow Wilson Fellow, 1965

Columbia University, summer 1964

National Defense Educational Fellowship in Chinese, 1964 

National Merit Scholarship -- Letter of Commendation, 1961
Published trade books: 
Modeling in Self-hardening Clay, Larousse, 1976 

Modelling in Self-hardening Clay, Pelham Books, London, 1977

Gary Tong's Crazy Cutouts, Scholastic (five volumes, 1979-1988)

      Dutch (Gekke Knipsels) and French translations

(Scholastic Author of the year, 1982) 

Published e-books:
On the invention of the wheel, Smashword, 2017.

Absurd! and More Absurd! (cartoons), Kindle, 2016 
Other papers online:

The source of human bipedalism 

On the origin of insect flight 

On the cause of yawning

The introspective observations of William James

Papers not online:

The basis of articulation; Authentic native pronunciation; The basis of vowel harmony; The new organic classification of consonants; Tongue breakers—an important clue to phonological processes;

The system of vertebrate limb coordination; On the role of gills in the development of directed movement; On magnetic orientation in mammals; On the source of bird flight; The phase relationship between limb movement rate and respiratory rate.
